
Lewis & Clark 
Caverns State Park
Bird List

Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park offers some 
of Southwest Montana’s most unique and 
diverse birding opportunities. The park 
features five distinct habitat types: arid grass-
land/sagebrush steppe, limber pine/juniper 
forest, douglas fir forest, high desert shrub, and 
riparian. These varied habitats provide for a 
multitude of bird species. 

Please report any birds that are either not on 
this list, or listed as rare or accidental. 

FAMILY CARDINALIDAE– Cardinals & Kin
Western Tanager, Piranga bidentata (c S) 
Black-headed Grosbeak- Pheucticus melanocephalus (c S)
Lazuli Bunting, Passerina amoena (u S) 

FAMILY ICTERINAE– Blackbirds, Orioles & Kin
Bobolink, Dolichonyx oryzivorus (r S)
Western Meadowlark, Sturnella magna (c S, r W)
Red-winged Blackbird, Agelaius phoeniceus (c S)
Brewer’s Blackbird, Euphagus cyanocephalus (u S)
Brown-headed Cowbird, Molothrus ater (c S)
Common Grackle, Quiscalus quiscala (u S)
Bullock’s Oriole, Icterus bullockii (c S)

FAMILY FRINGILLIDAE– Finches
Cassin’s Finch, Carpodacus cassinii (c S)
House Finch, Carpodacus mexicanus (u Y)
Pine Siskin, Carduelis pinus (c Y)
American Goldfinch, Carduelis tristis (c S, r W)

FAMILY PASSERIDAE- Old World Sparrows
House Sparrow, Passer domesticus (u Y)

Bird Occurance: 
Common: c
Uncommon: u
Rare: r
Accidental: a
Potential *: p
*Potential have been seen near the park

FAMILY CINCLIDAE– Dippers
American Dipper, Cinclus mexicanus (r Y)

FAMILY REGULIDAE– Kinglets
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Regulus calendula (c S)

FAMILY TURDIDAE– Thrushes & Bluebirds
Mountain Bluebird, Sialia currucoides (c S)
Townsend’s Solitaire, Myadestes townsendi (c Y)
Veery, Catharus fuscescens (r S)
Swainson’s Thrush, Catharus ustulatus (r S)
Hermit Thrush, Catharus guttatus (c S)
American Robin, Turdus migratorius (c Y)

FAMILY MIMIDAE– Mimids
Gray Catbird, Dumetella carolinensis (c S)
Sage Thrasher, Oreoscoptes montanus (r S)

FAMILY STURNIDAE– Starling
European Starling, Sturnus vulgaris (c S)

FAMILY BOMBYCILLIDAE– Waxwings
Cedar Waxwing, Bombycilla cedrorum (c S)
Bohemian Waxwng, Bombycilla garrulus (u W, u M)

FAMILY PARULIDAE– Wood Warblers
Yellow Warbler, Dendroica petechia (c S)
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Dendroica coronata (c S)
MacGillivray’s Warbler, Oporonis tolmiei (u S)
Wilson’s Warbler, Wilsonia pusilla (u S)
Orange-crowned Warbler, Vermivora celata (u S)
American Redstart, Setophaga ruticilla (p S)
Common Yellowthroat, Geothlypis trichas (u S)
Yellow-breasted Chat, Icteria virens (c S)

FAMILY EMBERIZIDAE– Sparrows & Towhees
Spotted Towhee, Piplio maculatus (c S)
Green-tailed Towhee, Piplio chlorurus (c S)
Chipping Sparrow, Spizella passerina (c S)
Clay-colored Sparrow, Spizella pallida (r S)
Vesper Sparrow, Pooecetes gramineus (c S)
Lark Sparrow, Chondestes grmmacus (c S)
Savannah Sparrow, Passerculus sandwichensis (u M, r S)
Song Sparrow, Melospiza melodia (c S)
White-crowned Sparrow, Zonotrichia leucophrys (r S)
Dark-eyed Junco, Junco hyemalis (c Y)
Lapland Longspur, Calcarius lapponicus (r W)
Snow Bunting, Plectropenax nivalis (r W)

Tips for Birders:
Binoculars and a good field guide are always keys to a 
good birding experience in the field. 

The areas of the park that feature habitat edges and more 
than one habitat type usually make for some of the best 
birding. 

Knowing some of the calls of your target 
species helps greatly when trying to find birds in the 
brushier and treed habitats.

Please remember to let park staff know of any unusual 
sightings so that we may improve this list.

Key:
Seasonal Adundance:
Summer: S
Winter: W
Migrant: M
Year Round: Y

Spotted
   Towhee



Bird Families and Species
FAMILY PELECANIDAE- Pelicans
American White Pelican, Pelecanus erythrorhynchos (c S)

FAMILY PHALACROCORACIDAE- Cormorants
Double-crested Cormorant, Phalacrocorax auritis (c S)

FAMILY ARDIDAE- Herons
Great Blue Heron, Ardea Herodias (u S)

FAMILY ANATIDAE- Ducks & Geese
Tundra Swan, Cygnus columbianus (r M)
Canada Goose, Branta Canadensis (c M, S)
Common Merganser, Mergus meganser (c S)
Red-breasted Merganser, Mergus serrator (r M)
Hooded Merganser, Lophodytes cucullatus (r M, S)
Mallard, Anas Platyrhynchos (c S, u W)
Wood Duck, Aix sponsa (u M, c S)
Common Goldeneye, Bucephala clangula (c W)
Barrow’s Goldeneye, Bucephala islandica (u W)

FAMILY CATHARTIDAE- Vultures
Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura (c S)

FAMILY ACCIPITRIDAE- Hawks & Eagles
Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos (c M, u Y)
Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus albicilla (c M, u Y)
Osprey, Pandion haliaetus (c S)
Northern Harrier, Circus cyanaeus (c S, r W)
Northern Goshawk, Accipiter gentilis (r Y)
Cooper’s Hawk, Accipiter cooperii (u S, r W)
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Accipiter striatus (u Y)
Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo jamaicensis (c S, u W)
Swainson’s Hawk, Buteo swainsoni (u S)
Rough-legged Hawk, Buteo lagopus (u W)

FAMILY FALCONIDAE- Falcons
Kestrel, Falco spariverius (c S)
Prairie Falcon, Falco mexicanus (c S, r W)
Peregrine Falcon, Falco peregrinus (c S)
Merlin, Falco columbarius (r Y)

FAMILY PHASIANIDAE– Grouse and Partridges
Ring-necked Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus (c Y)
Gray Partridge, Perdix perdix (c Y)
Dusky (Blue) Grouse, Dendragapus obscurus (c Y)
Ruffed Grouse, Bonasa umbellus (u Y)

FAMILY GRUIDAE- Cranes
Sandhill Crane, Grus canadensis (c M S)
 
FAMILY CHARADRIIDAE- Plovers
Killdeer, Charadrius vociferus (c S) 

FAMILY SCOLOPACIDAE- Sandpipers
Spotted Sandpiper, Actitis macularius (c S) 
Wilson’s Snipe, Gallinago delicata (u S)

FAMILY LARIDAE- Gulls
Franklin’s Gull, Larus pipixcan (r M)
California Gull, Larus californicus (u M S)
Ring-billed Gull Larus delewarensis (u Y)
Caspian Tern, Hydroprogne caspia (r S)

FAMILY COLUMBIDAE– Pigeons and Doves
Rock Pigeon, Columba livia (c Y)
Mourning Dove, Zenaida macroura (c S)
Eurasian Collared-Dove, Streptopelia decaocto (p Y)

FAMILY STRIGIDAE– Typical Owls
Great-horned Owl, Bubo virginianus (c Y)
Short-eared Owl, Asio flammeus (r Y)
Northern Saw-whet Owl, Aeglolius acadicus (u S)
Northern Pygmy Owl, Glaucidium gnoma (r Y)

FAMILY CAPRIMULGIDAE– Goatsuckers
Common Nighthawk, Chordeiles minor (c S)
Common Poorwill, Phalaenoptilus nuttallii (c S)

FAMILY APODIDAE– Swifts
White-throated Swift, Aeronautes saxatalis (c S)

FAMILY TROCHILIDAE– Hummingbirds
Caliope Hummingbird, Stellula calliope (u S)
Rufous Hummingbird, Selasphorus rufus (c S)

FAMILY ALCEDINIDAE– Kingfishers 
Belted Kingfisher, Ceryle alcyon (u Y)

FAMILY PICIDAE– Woodpeckers and allies
Hairy Woodpecker, Picoides villosus (c Y)
Downy Woodpecker, Picoides pubescens (u Y)
Northern Flicker, Colaptes auratus (c Y)
Red-naped Sapsucker, Sphyrapicus nuchalis (r S)

FAMILY TYRANNIDAE– Tyrant Flycatchers
Western Wood-pewee, Contopus sordidulus (c S) 
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Contopus cooperi (u S)
Least Flycatcher, Empidonax miminus (r S) 
Willow Flycatcher, Empidonax trailii (c S)
Hammond’s Flycatcher, Empidonax hammondii (c S) 
Dusky Flycatcher, Empidonax oberholseri (c S)
Eastern Kingbird, Tyrannus Tyrannus (c S)
Western Kingbird, Tyrannus verticalis (c S) 

FAMILY LANIIDAE– Shrikes
Northern Shrike, Lanius excubitor (r W)
Loggerhead Shrike, Lanius ludovicianus (p S)

FAMILY VIREONIDAE– Vireos
Cassin’s Vireo, Vireo cassinii (u S)
Warbling Vireo, Vireo gilvus (c S)

FAMILY CORVIDAE– Jays & Crows
Pinyon Jay, Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus (u Y)
Clark’s Nutcracker, Nucifraga columbiana (c Y)
Black-billed Magpie, Pica hudsonia (c Y)
American Crow, Corvus brachyrhynchos (u Y)
Common Raven,  Corvus corax (c S, u W)

FAMILY ALAUDIDAE– Larks 
Horned Lark, Eremophilia alpestris (u Y)

FAMILY HIRUNDINIDAE– Swallows 
Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica (c S)
Tree Swallow, Trachycineta bicolor (c S)
Violet-green Swallow, Trachycineta thalassina (c S)
Cliff Swallow, Petrocheiledon pyrrhonota (c S)

FAMILY PARIDAE– Titmice and Chickadees 
Mountain Chickadee, Poecile gambeli (c Y)
Black-capped Chickadee, Poecile atricapillus (u Y)

FAMILY CERTHIIDAE– Creepers
Brown Creeper, Certhia americana (r Y)

FAMILY SITTIDAE– Nuthatches
Red-breasted Nuthatch, Sitta canadensis (c Y)
White-breasted Nuthatch, Sitta carolinensis (r Y) 

FAMILY TROGLODYTIDAE– Wrens
House Wren, Troglodytes aedon (c S)
Canyon Wren, Catherpes mexicanus (c S, u W)
Rock Wren, Salpinctes obsoletus (c S)


